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SUBJECT :CU/CP:DAMASCUS INTERNATIONAL FAIR:FLORIDA STATE 
UNIVERSITY BAND 
REF: STATE 133922 

1. FOLLOWING IS SUGGESTED TEXT OF PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT AND 
PRESS RELEASE RE FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY BAND. DEPARTMENT 
RECOMMENDS. IF POSSIBLE, SIMULTANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENT IN 
WASHINGTON AND DAMASCUS AT APPROPRIATE DATE AND TIME TO BE 
AGREED UPON BY DEPARTMENT, USINT DAMASCUS AND SYRIAN GOVT. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: (DATELINE) "THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TODAY 
ANNOUNCED AMERICAN CULTURAL PARTICIPATION IN THE 1974 
DAMASCUS INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR. 
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"WHEN PRESIDENT NIXON VISITED DAMASCUS JUNE 16 HE ADVISED 
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SYRIAN PRESIDENT ASAD THAT THE U.S. ACCEPTED 'WITH PLEASURE' 

THE SYRIAN INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE FAIR. U.S. 

TRADE REPRESENTATION AT THE FAIR IS BEING ARRANGED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 

"THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT ALSO REQUESTED AN AMERICAN CULTURAL 
PRESENTATION. AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT SAID TODAY THAT THE 
FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY BAND OF TALLAHASSEE WILL BE A 
MAJOR PART OF THE AMERICAN REPRESENTATION AT THE FAIR. 

A U.S. SPACE EXHIBIT IS ALSO SCHEDULED TO BE ON DISPLAY. 

"THE FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY BAND'S APPEARANCES ALSO 
WERE ANNOUNCED TODAY IN DAMASCUS. 

"THE UNIVERSITY BAND OF 150 STUDENTS WILL PERFORM DURING 
THE FINAL TEN DAYS OF THE FAIR LATE IN AUGUST. THE FULL 
BAND WILL PERFORM IN THE DAMASCUS FOOTBALL STADIUM, SEAT- 
ING 25,000 PEOPLE. AND SEPARATE ENSEMBLES OF THE BAND WILL 
GIVE CONCERTS IN SYRIAN THEATRES DURING AND AFTER THE 
FAIR. 

"THE FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY BAND, DIRECTED BY RICHARD D. 
MAYO, IS EXPECTED TO LEAVE TALLAHASSEE APPROXIMATELY 
AUGUST 1 1 AND RETURN TO FLORIDA APPROXIMATELY AUGUST 23. 

"STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS SAID THEY VIEWED AMERICAN PAR- 
TICIPATION AT THIS YEAR'S DAMASCUS INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR 
AS A SYMBOL OF IMPROVED RELATIONS BETWEEN SYRIA AND THE 
UNITED STATES. SOME THIRTY-FIVE COUNTRIES ARE TO BE 
REPRESENTED AT THE FAIR." END TEXT. 

3. DO YOU CONCUR SUGGESTED TEXT? ADVISE ANY SUGGESTED 
CHANGES. 

4. CAN YOU COORDINATE WITH SYRIAN GOVT. FOR SIMULTAN- 
EOUS PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT? 

5. WHAT IS BEST DATE AND TIME FOR SIMULTANEOUS ANNOUNCE- 
MENT FROM YOUR AND SYRIAN POINT OF VIEW? DEPARTMENT IS 
FLEXIBLE ABOUT TIMING OF ANNOUNCEMENT. 
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6. FOR DAMASCUS AND EMB BEIRUT: 

A. SINCE SEVERAL U.S. MEDIA REPS, SUCH AS WEEKLY NEWS 
MAGAZINES AND TELEVISION REPS, ARE LOCATED BEIRUT, DEPART- 
BELIEVES IT MIGHT BE WORTHWHILE FOR EMB BEIRUT TO ADVISE 
THEM AFTER PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF U.S. PARTICIPATION 
DAMASCUS FAIR, INCLUDING VISUAL UNIVERSITY BAND. ADVISE. 
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B. DOES DAMASCUS BELIEVE U.S. PARTICIPATION IN FAIR 
SHOULD BE LOCALLY PUBLICIZED IN BEIRUT? FYI: IT IS 
IMPORTANT THAT BAND BE BILLED ONLY AS FLORIDA STATE 
UNIVERSITY BAND, NOT MARCHING CHIEFS (STATE 133922). 
END FYI. KISSINGER 
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